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And the winners are:
Beauty Services: mju Hair, Makeup & Beauty,
Drummoyne
Business/Professional Services: Paws
Away! Strathfield
Cafe/Coffee Shop: Rosabelle’s, Drummoyne
Casual Dining/Takeaway: Pier 26, Summer
Hill
Community Service/Not-For-Profit
Organisation: The Ella Centre, Haberfield
Fashion – Accessories: Scottish Accessories
Shoppe, Croydon
Fashion – Clothing: Renaissance Boutique,
Concord
Fitness/Sport: G Fitness, Rhodes
Florist: Lucy’s Florist & Gifts, Summer Hill
Formal Dining: Qui Ristorante Cafe, Five Dock
Fresh Food & Beverages: Pure Gelato,
Croydon Park
Gift Shop/Specialty Store: BalconyLiving,
Concord
Hairdresser: HC Hairperfection, Concord
West
Health Services: Exercise Prescription &
Physiotherapy, Burwood
Home & Garden Retail: holySheet, Rhodes
Hotel/Clubs/Entertainment Venue:
Burwood RSL Club
Motor Vehicle Dealer: Homebush
Commercial Vehicles
Motoring Services: MB Murry Brown Motors,
Ashfield
Pharmacy: Burwood Plaza Amcal Chemist
Real Estate: Five Dock Realty
Trades & Services: Floormania, Concord
Readers’ Choice: D’Lush Hair, Drummoyne
New Business: Renaissance Boutique,
Concord
Employee Excellence: Pat Baudille – Mortlake
Service Centre, Concord
Community Contribution: Touched by Olivia
Local Business of the Year: Floormania,
Concord

It was a night to remember

Vodafone’s Eithne Freeney, Corey Payne and staff from Floormania.

THE venue was perfect, the food was
delicious, the band was terrific and the
spirit among the finalists was fantastic
when the Inner-West Weekly hosted the 2008
True Local Business Awards.

The gala celebration held at Wests
Ashfield on Wednesday, October 24, was a
night to remember.

‘‘Each year the awards keep getting
bigger and better,’’ editor Robyn Ainsworth
said.

‘‘The way in which finalists
spontaneously created their own dance
floor to party along to the Swinging Sixties
was testament to fun spirit of the evening.’’

The awards attracted double the number
of nominations and voters from last year,
which made the judging all the more
difficult.

Short-listed businesses had to complete
questionnaires, then mystery shoppers
from AC Neilsen assessed their customer
service, product quality and presentation.

Then came the hours of poring over the
short-listed entries before judges made
their decisions.

The judges were David Baumgarten, of
the Business Enterprise Centre; Geoffrey
Lee, of UWS (Community Engagement); and
Steph Kelly, economic development
manager of Canada Bay Council.

Apart from the excitement of revealing
the 21 category winners, there were several
special awards – the Employee Excellence
award; Readers’ Choice; New Business;
Community Contribution of the Year
chosen by the editorial team of the Inner-
West Weekly; and Local Business of the
Year.

Local Business of the Year
AFTER a run of True Local Business
Awards in the past four years, Concord
family-owned business Floormania has won
the prestigious overall Local Business of the
Year award for the third time.

John Elasi, who owns the Concord and
Kensington showrooms with his brother,
Joseph, attributed the Concord team’s
success to its unfailing efforts to always
provide full customer satisfaction and to the

overall business’s 30-year commitment to
pricing competitively on all floor coverings.

‘‘Our key aims are to do everything we
can to keep our customers extremely happy
with our service and product, and to offer
that product at a very reasonable price,’’
John Elasi said.

Floormania at Concord also won the
extremely competitive Trades & Services
category.

Unlimited free calls between your team+

Vodafone Store  212 King Street, Newtown  Tel: 9550 5444
Vodafone Store  Shop 151, West� eld Shopping Centre, Burwood  Tel: 8753 3303
Satcom Enterprises Vodafone Business Dealer  Tel: 1300 797 557
Bravo Marrickville  Shop 88D, Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre  Tel: 9516 3844

Make the most of now

Single Business Cap

$9
99

RR
P

Sign up for a single Business Cap and receive unlimited free calls between your team+.
Plus take advantage of included data, no � agfall, and free voicemail within the plan so 
you can focus on your customer needs. 

BlackBerry®

Bold 9000

$15*

per month on

= 360 mins
+ 50 TXTs

69

Unlimited†

BlackBerry®

email

included

How to get it 
over 24 months

*Offer available to credit approved customers who connect to the $69 Business Cap for 24 months. A maximum of four Business Caps are permitted per customer at any one time. Minimum total cost over 24 months is $1656 excluding applicable handset repayments. Early Exit Fee: $34.50 x months left on the contract, excluding applicable 
handset repayments. Handset locked to the Vodafone network. 1 month credit and data expiry. +Free calls using Mobile Of� ce only available to the mobiles of other team members within the Business User Group and only within Australia. Vodafone’s Fair Use Policy applies. †Vodafone’s Fair Use Policy applies- see Vodafone Standard Form 
of Agreement for details.  Data included is for use in Australia only. Vodafone Mobile Broadband subject to network limitations and availability. The 3G broadband network covers selected metro areas of most capital cities and selected parts of the NSW Central Coast, Gold & Sunshine Coasts; not available in TAS or NT. Outside 3G broadband 
areas Vodafone Mobile Internet operates at slower access and download speeds on Vodafone’s 2.5G network. See vodafone.com.au/coverage for details. BlackBerry and the BlackBerry logo are registered trade marks of Research in Motion Limited and are used under licence. Vodafone Pty Ltd ABN 76 062 954 554.

Congratulations from the 
Department of State and 
Regional Development.

We can help you start, grow and manage your business at 
one of our 300 Small Business September ‘08 events. 

Click on www.smallbusinessmonth.nsw.gov.au/truelocal
for more details, or contact your local Business Advisory 
Service on 1300 650 058 for a calendar of events. 

Small Business September ’08

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSOR
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